November 14, 2008  (REFERENCE SHEET FOR WRITERS)
National Science Foundation Grant Launches Mid-Pacific ICT (MPICT) Regional Center in San Francisco
The National Science Foundation (NSF
) Advanced Technological Education (ATE
) program has awarded $3 million over 4 years to establish the Mid-Pacific Information and Communications Technologies (MPICT) Regional Center in San Francisco.
Information and Communications Technologies (ICT) is an umbrella term, widely used in the rest of the world and the United Nations, to encompass all rapidly converging computer, software, networking,  telecommunications, Internet, programming and information systems technologies.

MPICT’s mission is to coordinate, promote and improve the quality of ICT education, with an emphasis on 2-year colleges, in a region consisting of northern California, northern Nevada, southern Oregon, Hawaii and the Pacific Territories.  There are more than 50 community colleges with ICT educational programs in northern California alone.

MPICT will leverage the abundant ICT industry and academic resources of the San Francisco Bay Area and Silicon Valley to enrich educational experiences and outcomes for faculty and students throughout its region and via other NSF ATE centers and projects throughout the country.
MPICT Center Executive Director, James Jones, stated:  “Directly and/or indirectly, in the information and knowledge economies of the 21st century, we all increasingly depend on information and communications technologies - and the increased connectivity and productivity they enable.  Because of that, improvements to deployed ICT technologies, infrastructure, systems and solutions - and people’s abilities to productively use them - are issues of tremendous strategic importance, to individuals and their families, organizations of all kinds, and local, state, national and global economies.”

ICT technologies have developed, continue to evolve and are now converging extremely rapidly.  It is extremely challenging for individuals, organizations and educational programs to keep up with those changes.  As a result, there are differences across academic institutions and programs in ICT nomenclature and communications, and in the packaging of courses, degrees and certifications.  As a result, there is a great deal of market confusion about ICT, which affects people and organizations in their careers, as counselors and as employers.  In part, MPICT will work to harmonize ICT terminology, offerings and communications within the region.

The MPICT Center will be located at City College of San Francisco and will work closely with initial Regional Partners around the Bay Area:  Cabrillo College in Aptos, Foothill College in Los Altos Hills, Santa Rosa Junior College in Petaluma and Ohlone College in Fremont.  Additional Regional Partner and Regional Associate colleges will be added as Center operations expand.  All will be collaborating closely with 4-year colleges and universities and K-12 educational systems.
“I am very pleased to see the launch of the Mid-Pacific ICT Center at City College of San Francisco,” said CCSF Trustee John Rizzo, Chair of the Board’s Technology Committee.  “Business is increasingly relying on information technology and network security and needs qualified employees to run the systems.”

“City College is San Francisco is very pleased to host the new Mid-Pacific Center in partnership with Ohlone College, Foothill College, Santa Rosa Junior College and Cabrillo College, as well as other community colleges,” said Dr. Don Q. Griffin, Interim Chancellor at City College.  “It is great to see community colleges collaborating to realize efficiencies and mutual benefits for our communities.”

In support of MPICT, Cabrillo College President Brian King wrote:  “Given our deep commitment to leveraging the scale of California’s 109 community colleges we were delighted to be invited to join in with City College to build the Mid-Pacific Information and Communications Technology (M-PICT) Center.  We know from experience the value of this type of collaborative to industry, to colleges, and most importantly to our students. Information and communications technology is clearly one of the driving engines of the Bay region economy. Both technology producers and users require technicians with up-to-date skills and knowledge. Community colleges are the natural providers of this education. To fully meet our potential it is essential that we develop the capacity to engage with industry and other education partners as a system of networked colleges.”
 

Judy C. Minor, President of Foothill College wrote:  “Many of the world's leading Information and Communications Technology companies are based or have important operations within our college district. Silicon Valley is synonymous with technological innovation throughout the world. Many of our students come from families involved in technology, and we experience great demand for technical education services and competent ICT technicians to support employers throughout our area.

“We are very pleased, excited and supportive of the vision and mission of the proposed Mid-Pacific Information and Communications Technology (M-PICT) Center. Currently, community colleges throughout the region work hard to develop quality programs and services for our students. However, there is tremendous duplication of effort and great variation in quality, use of terms, composition of degrees and certificates, and industry relationships in ICT programs within the region.

“It makes good sense to coordinate and leverage the best practices in the region to improve the quality of ICT education for all. With our access to technology leaders in this region, we are collectively capable of creating improved ICT educational outcomes that could benefit society, economies, productivity and livelihoods throughout the U.S.”

Robert Agrella, President of Santa Rosa Junior College, wrote:  “SRJC is very excited about the vision and prospects for the Mid-Pacific ICT Center. ICT plays a key role in every student's life and, directly or indirectly, in every student's career. ICT supports human endeavor in every field. We need strategies and solutions for improving technical education throughout the region to be served by M-PICT, and we see very clear and compelling benefits to participating in the Mid-Pacific ICT (M-PICT) Center goal accomplishment efforts and events.”

Jim Agrella, Vice-President of Academic Affairs at Ohlone College wrote:  “As American businesses compete in a global economy, the need for new and varied high-speed communication systems continues to increase. Information and Communication Technology (ICT) systems today must transmit and share information (of a variety of media formats) instantaneously and often over long distances. Computers are still the cornerstones of new communication systems, connecting multi-media networks which link information through fiber optic, microwave telephone, or satellite media. Ohlone College's Computers, Networks, and emerging Technology (CNET) department has long been involved in preparing students to build and support ICT infrastructure and systems that support these communication highways… 
“We are very pleased, excited and supportive of the vision and mission of the proposed Mid-Pacific Information and Communications Technology (M-PICT) Center. We think that Ohlone College is well positioned to be an active and strong partner in this process.”

MPICT will work to harmonize, smooth and effectively communicate ICT education and career pathways throughout its region.  It will leverage quality work product and practices by sharing and disseminating them through conference and professional development events.  It will champion the importance of ICT and quality ICT education, and it will challenge both industry and educators on effective ICT pedagogy.  It will create efficient ways for educators and industry to interact and collaborate.  It will seek out quality ICT industry and educational practices, which, in spite of U.S. myopia, are increasingly found abroad, and bring them back to learn from at home, and it will improve the quality and quantity of the regional ICT workforce as a result.

MPICT Principal Investigator, Dr. Pierre Thiry, stated:  “ICT industry representatives have told us for a long time, and in a variety of ways, that they care deeply about ICT education and want to contribute toward its improvement and success.  However, they cannot or will not interact individually with 100+ community colleges in the State of California alone.  It is simply too inefficient.  When we describe the ability of MPICT to serve as an efficient vehicle to provide input into, interact with, contribute to and collaborate with ICT educational programs throughout the region and across the U.S., we almost always get excited commitments of participation and support.”
In support of MPICT, Dr. Nim K. Cheung, then President of the IEEE Communications Society worldwide, wrote:  “Increasingly, everyone depends on information and communications technologies. Developing knowledgeable and competent technologists to implement, manage and maintain ICT systems is increasingly essential to organizations of all kinds.”

Jim Dolgonas, President and CEO of the Corporation for Educational Networking Initiatives in California (CENIC), wrote: “We believe information and communications technologies (ICT) are an important foundation on which much of modern productivity and current knowledge and information economies depend.  We need competent information and communications technologies technicians to make our economies and enterprises efficient.”

Dr. John T. Behrens, Director of Networking Academy Learning Systems and Development at Cisco Systems, wrote in support of MPICT:  “Cisco is very excited about and supportive of the vision to [create] the Mid-Pacific Information and Communications Technology (M-PICT) Regional Center. Silicon Valley, the greater San Francisco Bay Area, and the larger region served by the Center has a large number of companies developing, implementing and utilizing advanced information and communications technologies. Despite this rich environment, we need to strengthen the Northern California regional ecosystem for developing, coordinating and facilitating cost-effective and harmonized training of technicians to implement, manage, and maintain advanced ICT systems.”

Supporting MPICT, Tom Burns, President of the Enterprise Solutions Division of Alcatel-Lucent, wrote:  “In the 21st century, we live in knowledge and information economies where Information and Communications Technologies are essential strategic elements for success.  We need to support educator efforts to develop competent technicians to implement and maintain key ICT infrastructure and support systems.”

In support of MPICT, Eddie Garcia, Vice President of Government Affairs for the Bay Area Region at Comcast, wrote:  “Comcast is a major employer in the San Francisco Bay Area and Northern California, as well as throughout the U.S. The continuing demand for our products and services, as well as our continuing network expansion, are driving our need for network technicians and installers; we expect this situation to continue into the future. We believe that your efforts to develop a competent workforce from which we can hire new employees, and to provide cost effective training resources that our employees can take advantage of will be of tremendous assistance to Comcast in its efforts to be a market leader…

“Most citizens and residents of the region served by M-PICT need or desire entertainment and/or communication services which Comcast provides. It makes good sense to have a major community organization like Comcast work closely with community colleges in the region to develop and deliver badly needed ICT skills and knowledge.”

Lynn Bunim, Executive Director of External Affairs for AT&T, wrote in support of MPICT:  “AT&T is a very large employer in the region. We appreciate your efforts to develop a competent regional ICT workforce… 

AT&T provides essential ICT infrastructure and services to serve communities throughout the M-PICT region.  AT&T believes in and supports the M-PICT Center Mission…”

The Mid-Pacific ICT Center is very interested in gathering input, learning about quality ICT practices, engaging with State governments, building collaborative relationships and exploring additional funding sources.  It will be hosting a Winter 2009 Educator Conference together with the National Center for ICT
, January 8-9, 2009 at the new $70 million Mission Campus of City College of San Francisco.
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� About the National Science Foundation:


The National Science Foundation (NSF) is an independent federal agency created by Congress in 1950 "to promote the progress of science; to advance the national health, prosperity, and welfare; to secure the national defense…" With an annual budget of about $6.06 billion, we are the funding source for approximately 20 percent of all federally supported basic research conducted by America’s colleges and universities. In many fields such as mathematics, computer science and the social sciences, NSF is the major source of federal backing.


In the past few decades, NSF-funded researchers have won more than � HYPERLINK "http://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/nobelprizes/index.jsp" \o "Special Report: The Nobel Prizes - The NSF Connection" \t "_blank" �170 Nobel Prizes� as well as other honors too numerous to list. 


Another essential element in NSF's mission is support for science and engineering education, from pre-K through graduate school and beyond. The research we fund is thoroughly integrated with education to help ensure that there will always be plenty of skilled people available to work in new and emerging scientific, engineering and technological fields, and plenty of capable teachers to educate the next generation.


No single factor is more important to the intellectual and economic progress of society, and to the enhanced well-being of its citizens, than the continuous acquisition of new knowledge. NSF is proud to be a major part of that process.  www.nsf.gov





� About the NSF Advanced Technological Education (ATE) program:


With an emphasis on two-year colleges, the Advanced Technological Education (ATE) program focuses on the education of technicians for the high-technology fields that drive our nation's economy. The program involves partnerships between academic institutions and employers to promote improvement in the education of science and engineering technicians at the undergraduate and secondary school levels. The ATE program supports curriculum development; professional development of college faculty and secondary school teachers; career pathways to two-year colleges from secondary schools and from two-year colleges to four-year institutions; and other activities. A secondary goal is articulation between two-year and four-year programs for K-12 prospective teachers that focus on technological education. The program also invites proposals focusing on applied research relating to technician education. www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5464&org=DUE


� For more information on the Mid-Pacific ICT Center, please contact Principal Investigator, Dr. Pierre Thiry (email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:pthiry@mpict.org" ��pthiry@mpict.org�) or Executive Director, James B. Jones (email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jjones@mpict.org" ��jjones@mpict.org�) at (415) 239-3600. www.mpict.org





� About City College of San Francisco:





City College of San Francisco (CCSF) is among the oldest and largest community colleges, enrolling roughly 100,000 credit and non-credit students each year.  CCSF delivers over 4,700 courses at 12 campuses and nearly 200 other instructional sites citywide.  The College's programmatic breadth and variety, combined with its prominence in the city's ethnic neighborhoods, result in the highest market penetration of any community college in the country. www.ccsf.edu





� About Cabrillo College:�


Situated on the Monterey Bay in the county of Santa Cruz, California, Cabrillo College is one of the most highly regarded community colleges in the state for its success in the area of transfer and career education and currently serves over 13,000 students. Classes are conveniently offered at several locations, including the main campus in Aptos, the Cabrillo College Watsonville Center, and at several locations in downtown Santa Cruz. �


Cabrillo College transfers many of its students to three nearby universities – the University of California at Santa Cruz, San Jose State University in the heart of Silicon Valley, and California State University at Monterey Bay. The college offers hundreds of courses leading to four-year degrees in many majors. The majority of all courses in the Cabrillo curriculum transfer to the University of California or the California State University systems.��Cabrillo’s career education is closely connected to the nearby Silicon Valley business environment as well as that of the greater San Francisco Bay Area. It offers a variety of programs that lead to Skills Certificates, Certificates of Proficiency, and A.S. Degrees. In addition, Cabrillo offers basic skills courses and courses for business, professional and personal development. A variety of not-for-credit classes are available on a fee basis through the Community Education Department. www.cabrillo.edu





� About Foothill College:


The Foothill-De Anza Community College District provides a dynamic learning environment that fosters excellence, opportunity and innovation in meeting the educational needs of our diverse students and community. 


Located in the heart of Silicon Valley, Foothill-De Anza serves the communities of Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain View, Palo Alto, Stanford, Sunnyvale, and portions of San Jose. 


For more than 40 years, Foothill-De Anza has demonstrated excellence and innovation in academic programs and student services. As one of the largest community college districts in the United States, Foothill-De Anza provides credit classes for about 44,000 students per quarter.  www.fhda.edu www.foothill.edu


� About Santa Rosa Junior College:





Santa Rosa Junior College (www.santarosa.edu), founded in 1918, is the tenth oldest of California's 103 publicly funded, two-year community colleges. The Sonoma County Junior College District has grown into one of the largest single college districts in the country. With 14 major high school districts within its borders, the District encompasses more than 1,600 square miles stretching from the northern tip of Marin County to the southern end of Mendocino County, and bordering the Pacific Ocean to the west and Napa and Lake counties to the east.





The College District operates two major campuses in Sonoma County: a large 100+ acre campus in the heart of Santa Rosa, and a 40-acre campus in Petaluma, which includes a Technology Academy. Each semester classes are offered at more than 70 locations throughout the District. The Sonoma County Junior College District serves more than 35,000 students each semester and attracts students from throughout the state as well as from more than 40 countries around the world.  www.santarosa.edu





�  About Ohlone College:


Established in 1965, Ohlone College serves the cities of Newark, Fremont, and part of Union City located in the southeast area (East Bay Area) of the San Francisco Bay area, California. The Fremont campus is located on Mission Boulevard off Highway 680 on a beautiful 534-acre hillside site just south of historical Mission San Jose. The Newark campus is located on Cherry Street west of Highway 880 on a 31-acre site adjacent to the San Francisco Bay.


Ohlone enrolls 19,000 students per year at our Fremont and Newark campuses and online.  It offers 180 degrees and academic programs.  Every year more than 500 students transfer to four-year colleges and universities. About 600 students graduate with degrees or earn vocational certificates every year.  Ohlone College employs about 465 part-time and full-time faculty and 235 support and management personnel.  www.ohlone.edu





� About IEEE:





IEEE (www.ieee.org) is the world’s largest and leading technical society, with more than 365,000 members, including 68,000 students, in over 150 countries. It publishes nearly one-third of the world’s technical literature in electrical engineering, electronics and computer and networking technologies. There are currently about 900 active IEEE technical standards and more than 400 in development.





The IEEE Communications Society (www.comsoc.org) promotes the advancement of science, technology and applications in communications and related disciplines. It fosters presentation and exchange of information among its members and the technical community throughout the world and produces many of the ICT technology standards used to develop and operate ICT systems globally.





The San Francisco Chapter of the IEEE Communications Society (ieee.org/sfcomsoc) gathers San Francisco Bay Area communications technology professionals to promote knowledge exchange, application development and sound policy and practice development in ICT.





� About CENIC:  





California’s education and research communities leverage their networking resources under CENIC, the Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California, in order to obtain cost-effective, high-bandwidth networking to support their missions and answer the needs of their faculty, staff, and students. CENIC designs, implements, and operates CalREN, the California Research and Education Network, a high-bandwidth, high-capacity Internet network specially designed to meet the unique requirements of these communities, and to which the vast majority of the state’s K-20 educational institutions are connected. In order to facilitate collaboration in education and research, CENIC also provides connectivity to non-California institutions and industry research organizations with which CENIC’s Associate researchers and educators are engaged. 





CENIC is governed by its member institutions. Representatives from these institutions also donate expertise through their participation in various committees designed to ensure that CENIC is managed effectively and efficiently, and to support the continued evolution of the network as technology advances. http://www.cenic.org/ 








� About Cisco Systems:





Cisco Systems Inc. (NASDAQ: CSCO) is a worldwide leader in networking for the Internet. News and information are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cisco.com" �www.cisco.com�.





� About Alcatel-Lucent:





Alcatel-Lucent (Euronext Paris and NYSE: ALU) provides solutions that enable service providers, enterprise and governments worldwide, to deliver voice, data and video communication services to end-users. As a leader in fixed, mobile and converged broadband networking, IP technologies, applications and services, Alcatel-Lucent offers the end-to-end solutions that enable compelling communications services for people at home, at work and on the move. With operations in more than 130 countries, Alcatel-Lucent is a local partner with global reach. The company has the most experienced global services team in the industry, and one of the largest research, technology and innovation organizations in the telecommunications industry. Alcatel-Lucent achieved revenues of Euro 17.8 billion in 2007 and is incorporated in France, with executive offices located in Paris. For more information, visit Alcatel-Lucent on the Internet: � HYPERLINK "http://www.alcatel-lucent.com/" \t "_self" �www.alcatel-lucent.com�





� About Comcast Corporation:





Comcast Corporation (Nasdaq: CMCSA, CMCSK) (� HYPERLINK "http://www.comcast.com/" �http://www.comcast.com�) is the nation's leading provider of entertainment, information and communications products and services. With 24.7 million cable customers, 14.1 million high-speed Internet customers, and 5.2 million voice customers, Comcast is principally involved in the development, management and operation of broadband cable systems and in the delivery of programming content. 


Comcast's content networks and investments include E! Entertainment Television, Style Network, The Golf Channel, VERSUS, G4, PBS KIDS Sprout, TV One, ten Comcast SportsNet networks and Comcast Interactive Media, which develops and operates Comcast's Internet business. Comcast also has a majority ownership in Comcast-Spectacor, whose major holdings include the Philadelphia Flyers NHL hockey team, the Philadelphia 76ers NBA basketball team and two large multipurpose arenas in Philadelphia.





� About AT&T:





AT&T Inc. (NYSE:T) is a premier communications holding company. Its subsidiaries and affiliates, AT&T operating companies, are the providers of AT&T services in the United States and around the world. Among their offerings are the world's most advanced IP-based business communications services and the nation's leading wireless, high speed Internet access and voice services. In domestic markets, AT&T is known for the directory publishing and advertising sales leadership of its Yellow Pages and YELLOWPAGES.COM organizations, and the AT&T brand is licensed to innovators in such fields as communications equipment. As part of its three-screen integration strategy, AT&T is expanding its TV entertainment offerings. In 2008, AT&T again ranked No. 1 on Fortune magazine’s World’s Most Admired Telecommunications Company list and No. 1 on America’s Most Admired Telecommunications Company list. Additional information about AT&T Inc. and the products and services provided by AT&T subsidiaries and affiliates is available at http://www.att.com.





� About the National Center for ICT:





The mission of the National Center for Information and Communications Technologies is to develop an appropriately skilled ICT technician and technologist workforce, with a primary focus on Connecting Technologies.





NCICT's mission is also to contribute to scientific and technological innovation in ICT education, with a primary thrust in two areas: Curriculum Development and Program Improvement. Curriculum Development encompasses the design and implementation of new curricula, courses, laboratories and instructional materials. Program Improvement encompasses faculty and teacher development, student academic support and formal partnerships with business/industry, government, educational institutions and other stakeholders. The targeted audiences include high school and college faculty, secondary and postsecondary students, and employers and employees in the ICT sector.  www.ictcenter.org
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